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along from side to side of the valley, and surrounded by precipitous mountains in every direction. The eye and mind can now vividly recall the picture of the scenes then around mo. My mule had my confidence, but, T (eared lost some fatal mishap might befall some of my companions, and especially I feared for a lady who ventured the journey, but she fortunately displayed pluck and coolness, and at the end of the day we all arrived at the hut in the valley safe and sound, but very weary. Since that time, I understand that a good road has been made up the valley, by which tourists can enjoy tho grandest scenery in nature, without the risk we took.
We enjoyed a hearty supper of plain food, and a sound sleep on corn-husk mattresses. The next day wo explored the valley, and enjoyed the changing views of near and distant mountains. These have often been described, but they can only be appreciated by a personal visit. We left the valley by another route to the nortb, and reached the mil road by a different line of stages.
Returning to San Francisco, we took tho boat for San Diego, stopping, on tho way, at Santa Barbara and San Podro. From this place we drove to Los Angeles, then a typical Mexican town of great interest. Tho good people hoped for the railroad, but Colonel Scott expected the road of which ho was president would be able to reach San Diego.
Our arrival at San Diego was an event of interest to tho few people of that town. Wo inspected tho remarkable harbor and the surrounding country. Tt was apparently a good site for a great city. Fresh water was the great want and rain-falls were rare, but it was claimed that an ample supply of water could bo had from the hills. Tho real obstacle to that site, as a terminus for the railroad, was the mountains east of San Diego, which, upon a survey, were found to be extremely difficult, and this turned the route to Los Angeles, over natural passes and through tho beautiful region of San Bernardino.
We returned, by boat, to San Francisco, and soon after turned our way eastward. We stopped at ttono, and went by rail to Carson City, the capital of Nevada. It was then an embryo town. From there we wont to Lake Tahoe, one of theur thousand feet below, a beautiful little valley about half a milo wido at the widest part, with what appeared to bo a very small stream dancingH>J ||1|. MM [ 'I .I.t|l(.:tll1l| I hh.
